
Effective January 1, 2022 
 

California Requirements for Veterinarian Licensure 
 

California Business and Professions Code section 4846.  
 
(a) In order to obtain a license to practice veterinary medicine in California, an individual shall meet the 
following requirements: 
  
(1) Graduate from a veterinary college recognized by the board or receive a certificate from the 
Educational Commission for Foreign Veterinary Graduates (ECFVG) or the Program for the Assessment of 
Veterinary Education Equivalence (PAVE). Proof of graduation must be directly submitted to the board 
by the veterinary college or from the American Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB). Proof of 
certificate must be directly submitted to the board by ECFVG or PAVE. 
  
(2) Complete a board-approved license application. 
  
(3) Pay the applicable fees specified in Section 4905. 
  
(4) As directed by the board pursuant to Section 144, submit a full set of fingerprints for the purpose of 
conducting a criminal history record check and undergo a state and federal criminal offender record 
information 
search conducted through the Department of Justice, pursuant to subdivision (u) of Section 11105 of the 
Penal Code. The Department of Justice shall provide a state or federal response to the board pursuant to 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (p) of Section 11105 of the Penal Code. 
  
(5) Pass an examination consisting of the following: 
  

(A) A licensing examination that is administered on a national basis. If the applicant passed the 
national licensing examination over five years from the date of submitting the California 
Veterinarian license application, the applicant shall satisfy one of the following: 

(i) Retake and pass the national licensing examination. 
(ii) Submit proof of having practiced clinical veterinary medicine for a minimum of two 
years and completed a minimum of 2,500 hours of clinical practice in another state, 
Canadian province, or United States territory within the three years immediately 
preceding filing an application for licensure in this state. 
(iii) Complete the minimum continuing education requirements of Section 4846.5 for the 
current and preceding year. 

  
(B) A veterinary law examination administered by the board concerning the Veterinary Medicine 
Practice Act statutes and regulations. The examination may be administered by regular mail, 
email, or by other electronic means. The applicant shall certify that the applicant personally 
completed the examination. Any false statement is a violation subject to Section 4831. Every 
applicant who obtains a score of at least 80% on the veterinary law examination shall be deemed 
to have passed. University of California and Western University of Health Sciences veterinary 
medical students who have successfully completed a board-approved course on veterinary law 



and ethics covering the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act shall be exempt from this 
subparagraph. 

  
(b) The applicant shall disclose each state, Canadian province, or United States territory in which the 
applicant currently holds or has ever held a license to practice veterinary medicine. License verification, 
including any 
disciplinary or enforcement history, must be directly submitted to the board from each state, Canadian 
province, or United States territory. 
 
More information for Veterinary licensure may be accessed at: 
https://www.vmb.ca.gov/applicants/vet_applicants.shtml 
 
 

California Requirements for University Licensure 
 
California Business and Professions Code section 4848.1 
 
(a) A veterinarian engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine, as defined in Section 4826, employed 
by the University of California and engaged in the performance of duties in connection with the School 
of Veterinary Medicine or employed by the Western University of Health Sciences and engaged in the 
performance of duties in connection with the College of Veterinary Medicine shall be issued a university 
license pursuant to this section or hold a license to practice veterinary medicine in this state. 
 
(b) An individual may apply for and be issued a university license if all of the following are satisfied: 

 
(1) The applicant is currently employed by the University of California or Western University of 
Health Sciences, as defined in subdivision (a). 

 
(2) The applicant passes an examination concerning the statutes and regulations of the 
Veterinary Medicine Practice Act, administered by the board, pursuant to subparagraph (C) of 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 4848. 
 
(3) The applicant completes and submits the application specified by the board and pays the 
application and the initial license fee, pursuant to Section 4905. 

 
(c) A university license: 
 

(1) Shall automatically cease to be valid upon termination or cessation of employment by the 
University of California or by the Western University of Health Sciences. 

 
(2) Shall be subject to the license renewal provisions in Section 4900 and the payment of the 
renewal fee pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 4905. 

 
(3) Shall be subject to denial, revocation, or suspension pursuant to Sections 480, 4875, and 
4883. 

 

https://www.vmb.ca.gov/applicants/vet_applicants.shtml


(4) Authorizes the holder to practice veterinary medicine only at an educational institution 
described in subdivision (a) and any locations formally affiliated with those institutions. 

 
(d) An individual who holds a university license is exempt from satisfying the license renewal 
requirements of Section 4846.5. 
 

More information about university licensure may be accessed at: 

https://www.vmb.ca.gov/applicants/uvet_forms.shtml 

 

California Requirements for RVT Registration 
 

California Business and Professions Code section 4841.5.  

 

To obtain registration as a registered veterinary technician, the applicant shall furnish satisfactory 

evidence of one of the following: 

 

(a) Graduation from, at minimum, a two-year curriculum in veterinary technology, in a college or other 

postsecondary institution approved by the board, or the equivalent thereof, as determined by the 

board. In the case of a private postsecondary institution, the institution shall also be approved by the 

Bureau for Private Postsecondary Education. Proof of graduation shall be submitted directly to the board 

by the college, other postsecondary institution, or American Association of Veterinary State Boards. 

 

(b) Education or a combination of education and clinical practice experience, as determined by the 

board. 

 

(c) Education equivalency certified by the American Association of Veterinary State Boards Program for 

the Assessment of Veterinary Education Equivalence for Veterinary Technicians. The certificate of 

education equivalence shall be submitted directly to the board by the American Association of 

Veterinary State Boards. 

 

More information may be accessed at: https://www.vmb.ca.gov/applicants/rvt_forms.shtml 
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